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1896 that India was visited by the plague followed by two succes-
sive famines of extraordinary dimensions. The largest known
exodus from India took place during that time. The steamers
Courland, Naderi, Hooseni, and Crescent were specially run between
Bombay and South African ports, each having on board per
voyage over 400 Indians bound for South Africa. Most of these,
it was then a matter of common knowledge, found their way to
the Transvaal.
3.    It was in the early part of 1897 that the Natal Immigration Act,
was passed.   In the December of 1896, the Durban Demonstration1
took place in connection with the Courland and the Naderi which
brought together over 800 passengers of whom in that month
alone 500 went to the Transvaal.   Each of these steamers made
four trips per year, and, if they brought for the Transvaal with-
out allowing for domiciled Indians only 300 per trip, there would
be a yearly increase of 4,800 Indians between the four steamers
alone, not to take into consideration Indians brought from the
other parts of India by the Kings Line and the British Indian
Steam Navigation Go.   The facts as to the number of passengers
per these steamers can easily be verified by reference to the steam-
ship companies or the Port Authorities in Natal.
The writer's opinion is supported by that of other British
Indians who are very old residents of the Transvaal.
4.    As to the opposite view, if reference is made to the, public state-
ments that -have been made by what may be termed the anti-
Indian party, it is difficult to speak of its representations with
moderation.   In almost every material particular, the allegations
made by the members of that party have been over and over
again challenged and even disproved,  and yet they have not
scrupled to reiterate them and to inflame the prejudices of the
people against British Indians.   To take only .three instances.
Certain figures were given   by them regarding the number of
traders in Pietersburg before War and after War.    Both these
Statements have been challenged.   Names of the persons trading
before War have been produced, and yet the original statement
has been reiterated.   They have said that it was impossible for
British Indians before War to enter the Transvaal and not be
registered.   My Association has no hesitation in saying that the
statement is entirely devoid of truth.   Hardly one-third of the
people who entered this country were actually registered, and they
-were only those who had to take out trade licences and even then
the number did not necessarily include partners.   My Association
is in a position to prove from unimpeachable testimony that there
were British Indians in the Transvaal before War who never paid
l Tide Vol. II, p. 154.